
Wild Aware Utah
A wildlife awareness and safety program

Safety tips for 
wildlife news 

stories

WAU is a collaborative 
effort working to educate 
the community on living 
with our local wildlife.
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Help your audience be Wild Aware. Please refer to this kit 
for wildlife information and to provide your audience with 
wildlife safety tips.

General Safety Tips:
Camping and Picnics 
Hiking
Home and Backyard-Protecting Pets and Livestock
Migration, Road Safety
Spring/Summer-Baby Animals

Encountering animals:
Bats
Bear Aware
Bobcats
Cougars (Mountain Lions)
Coyote
Mule deer, Elk or Moose
Snakes

The goal of the Wild 
Aware Utah program 
is to create awareness 
throughout Utah 
that will foster new 
attitudes towards 
wildlife and motivate 
behavior changes in 
people, resulting in 
minimizing conflicts 
with wildlife. 

INCLUDED:

Thank you for your interest in helping share wildlife safety messages.  
Your participation, in conjunction with other organizations will help us 
reach people who enjoy Utah’s wildlife and wild places.
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Wild Aware Utah is a collaborative wildlife awareness and safety program. 
(Wild Aware Utah is not an entity or organization. It is a collaborative education 
program). Materials are fact–based and applicable throughout the state.

Wild Aware Utah was founded by Utah’s Hogle Zoo (UHZ) in 2009 with the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR), and Utah 
State University Cooperative Extension (USUCE). 

Wild Aware Utah partners and affiliates work together to develop tools to educate individuals and communities about how to live, 
work, and recreate safely in wildlife habitats in Utah.

Wild Aware Utah Program contacts:
For Wildlife Safety Information- Utah’s Hogle Zoo 

Public Relations: Erica Hansen 
Zoo phone: 801-584-1729 Cell: 801-541-6112, Email: ehansen@hoglezoo.org

For Wildlife Management/Laws/Alerts-Utah Division of Wildlife Resources:

DWR Relations with the Media specialist:  Mark Hadley
Phone: (801) 538-4737,  Email: markhadley@utah.gov

Program Website: wildawareutah.org

Program email: info@wildawareutah.org
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HIKING
•	 Be alert at dawn and dusk when wildlife is most active.
•	 Never approach, feed, or try to touch wildlife.
•	 Always jog, hike or bike with a companion. 
•	 Stay on designated trails. Wildlife usually stays clear of areas where humans 

frequent.
•	 Make noise to alert wildlife of your presence.
•	 Refrain from wearing headphones, which can block out the sounds of nearby 

wildlife. 
•	 Keep kids in the center of the group.
•	 Do not leave litter on the trail. 
•	 Carry bear spray and know how to use it properly.
•	 Keep dogs leashed and do not let dogs “play” with wildlife. It is against Utah law 

to allow dogs to harass wildlife. 
•	 Stay clear of animal carcasses near trails. They could be kills that are being 

guarded. 
•	 Avoid placing yourself between a mother and her offspring. Give wildlife a lot of 

space. 

CAMPING AND 
PICNICING
Sloppy campers and hikers don’t 
just endanger themselves, but also 
future visitors.

•	 Keep a clean, odor–free picnic 
and campsite.

•	 Keep food, trash and scented 
items at least 100 yards from 
your sleeping area. Never store 
those items in your tent.

•	 Do not leave food out to 
deliberately attract wildlife to 
your site.

•	 Wipe down picnic tables. 
•	 Clean off BBQ grills and stoves. 
•	 Do not put trash in the fire pit 

or burn it. The smell can carry 
for miles and attract wildlife. 

•	 Dispose of trash in bear-proof 
containers where available.

100 Yards

Sleeping 
Area

Cooking/Eating 
Area

At least 10 -15ʼ 
from the ground 
and 4ʼ from the 
top and side 

http://www.wildawareutah.org/care/

General wildlife safety tips

http://www.wildawareutah.org/care/

Wild Aware Site

Wildlife at Risk Site
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Wildlife Migration- Spring and Fall

ROAD SAFETY
Wild animals must cross our roadways during seasonal migrations to 
find food and water. We cannot always anticipate the actions of wildlife 
crossing roads, but we can be better prepared for encounters by learning 
about wildlife behavior and driving defensively. 

•	 Elk,	moose	and	mule	deer	migrate	to	and	from	higher	
elevations	and	the	valleys	every	spring	and	every	fall	to	find	
food.	

•	 Watch	roadways	for	animals	crossing	or	feeding	at	the	side	of	
the	road.	

•	 Be	alert	and	slow	down	while	driving	at	dawn	and	dusk.	
•	 Heed	wildlife	crossing	signs.
•	 Some	animals	travel	in	groups.	There	may	be	more	following	

behind	the	first	one.

http://watchfordeerutah.com/

Home and Backyard
PROTECTING PETS AND LIVESTOCK 
Some wildlife have adapted to living in and around 
human developments. In their search for food, they could 
easily mistake a family pet for a prey item. Pet dogs, cats 
and hobby livestock such as chickens, rabbits and goats 
are often at risk of being preyed upon by larger predators 
like coyotes, foxes, or cougars. 

•	 Keep pet vaccinations current.
•	 Always supervise pets when outdoors, particularly at dawn and 

dusk.
•	 Keep housecats indoors, especially at night. 
•	 Keep outdoor pets and small livestock in fully enclosed pens, 

coops or barns at night. 
•	 Install heavy duty latches or locks on barn or pen doors. 
•	 Use motions sensor lights to deter wildlife from entering your 

yard.
•	 Install fences around your property.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-
information/dogs-wildlife/
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SPRING/
SUMMER:
This is the time of the 
year when animals are 
coming out of winter dens, 
searching for food, pairing 
up, breeding and raising 
young. 
Female animals may be 
more aggressive during this 
time to protect their young.

 BABY ANIMALS: 
BIRDS:
•	 Most birds are nesting and raising young from March through 

August.
•	 It is normal for baby birds to sometimes leave the nest before 

they are able to fly or a strong wind may knock a nest out of a 
tree. 

•	 It is a myth that the parents will abandon the young if they smell 
human scent on their young. 

•	 It is best to leave baby birds where you found them. If someone 
must intervene, visit the website for more information.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/baby-birds/

FAWNS AND CALVES: 
•	 It is normal for mothers of the deer, elk, or moose, and mule 

deer to leave their young cached in tall grass and brush while 
they find food. 

•	 The best thing to do when one encounters a young elk, deer or 
moose to leave it where you found it and leave the area. 

•	 Keep your distance. Mothers are usually nearby. 
•	 Approaching and lingering near the young may give away its safe 

hiding place making it easy prey for predators.
•	 Do not touch or feed the young. 

Truly abandoned or injured animals: It is against Utah law to possess wild 
animals without a permit. wildlife.utah.gov 

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/mule-deer/
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Encountering Animals:
 BATS 

Big–Eared Bat

AVOIDING CONFLICTS
•	 Never handle a bat with your bare hands.
•	 In autumn, after bats have vacated their 

roosts seal cracks and holes in attics and 
rooflines. 

•	 Provide bats with alternative roosting 
sites by installing a bat house near your 
property.   

•	 Vaccinate your pets against rabies. 

BAT FACTS:
•	 Utah is home to eighteen species of bats; 

the only mammal capable of true flight. 
•	 Most Utah bat species are year-round 

residents of the state and hibernate during 
the winter.

•	 Utah bats eat mostly insects. 
•	 Conflicts with bats usually occur when bats 

use human dwellings as roost sites. 
•	 Bats rarely attack people, but can carry 

diseases such as rabies. Only a small 
percentage of bats actually carry rabies.

•	 Contrary to popular belief they do not try to 
tangle in people’s hair. A bat flying around 
in a room may appear to dive at people, 
but in fact, it is trying to regain flight speed 
and control.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-
wildlife-information/bats/

Brown Bat

Padilla Bat

J. Scott Altenbach

Brent Stettler UDWR
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Black	bears	usually	avoid	contact	
with	humans,	but	encounters	in	
Utah’s	woods	and	mountains	
are	not	uncommon.	If	a	black	
bear	obtains	food	from	a	home	
or	campsite,	even	once,	it	may	
become	human-food	conditioned	
and	aggressive	in	future	attempts	
to	get	food	from	humans.	This	
may	result	in	a	bear	becoming	
a	nuisance	and	may	have	to	be	
destroyed.	A	fed	bear	is	a	dead	
bear.

BLACK BEAR FACTS 

•	 Black bears are Utah’s largest predators and the only bear 
species found in the state. 

•	 They can be found in most of the forested areas of Utah. 
•	 Black bears aren’t always black—their color can vary from 

white to black to every shade of brown.

AVOIDING CONFLICTS

•	 Stay alert at dawn and dusk when bears are most active.
•	 Spring and fall are the times of the year when bears have 

increased food drive. Be vigilant in removing attractants at 
home and while recreating. 

•	 Dispose of trash in bear-proof containers.
•	 Keep a clean, odor–free picnic and campsite.
•	 Do not leave food out to deliberately attract bears or other 

wildlife to your site.

BLACK BEAR ENCOUNTERS

•	 Stand your ground. Never back up, lie down or play dead. Stay 
calm and give the bear a chance to leave. Prepare to use your 
bear spray.

•	 Don’t run away or climb a tree. Black bears are excellent 
climbers and can run up to 35 miles per hour—you cannot out 
climb or outrun them. 

•	 Know bear behavior. If a bear stands up, grunts, woofs, and 
moans or makes other sounds, it’s not being aggressive. These 
are ways a bear gets a better look or smell and expresses its 
interest.

IT IS RARE BUT IF A BEAR ATTACKS: 
•	 Use bear spray. Then leave the area. 
•	 Always fight back. 

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-
information/bears/

Lynn Chamberlain UDWR

Encountering Animals:
Bear Aware
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Encountering Animals:

BOBCAT FACTS 
•	 Bobcats can be found in many different 

habitats throughout Utah. 
•	 They have short tufts on the tips of their 

ears and “bob” tails, giving them their 
name.  

•	 The main prey for bobcats are rabbits, but 
they will feed on whatever prey is most 
abundant, such as birds, rodents, reptiles, 
small mammals and carrion. 

BOBCATS 

AVOIDING CONFLICTS
•	 Do not approach or feed bobcats.
•	 Do not leave pet food and water dishes 

outside.
•	 Supervise your pets when outside.
•	 Bring your cats and small dogs in at night.
•	 Provide secure, enclosed shelters for 

poultry, rabbits and other hobby animals, 
especially at night.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-
information/bobcats/

COYOTE FACTS
•	 They are adapted to a wide range of habitats, including urban 

areas such as inner cities and suburban neighborhoods. 
•	 They have a long, slender muzzle, bushy tail and triangular 

ears. 
•	 Coyotes are mainly active at night, but will hunt during the day. 
•	 They become more active, vocal and territorial during mating 

(Dec-Feb) and pupping season (Apr-Jul).
•	 Coyotes are opportunistic predators they will hunt and eat 

whatever food source is available.

AVOIDING CONFLICTS
•	 Do not feed coyotes.
•	 Remove attractants from your property, including pet food, water 

sources, bird feeders and fallen fruit.
•	 Do not leave small children outside unattended.
•	 As a deterrent, install outdoor and motion sensitive lighting around 

your property. 
•	 Never leave pets outside after dark.
•	 Never let your dog chase or “play” with coyotes.
•	 Provide secure shelter for hobby farm pets such as poultry, rabbits 

and goats.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/
coyotes/

COYOTE

Lynn Chamberlain UDWR
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Encountering Animals:
COUGAR 
(Mountain lion, Puma)

COUGAR FACTS 

•	 Cougars live all across Utah, from 
the High Uintas wilderness to the dry 
southern deserts. 

•	 The cougar is known as the mountain 
lion, puma, catamount or panther. 

•	 They are easily recognized by their 
tawny color, white muzzle and long tail. 

•	 Cougars are solitary animals. 
•	 The main prey of cougars is deer so 

they will be found wherever deer are. 

AVOIDING CONFLICTS

•	 Prevent cougars from becoming 
nuisance animals by not feeding deer 
and other wildlife on your property and 
keeping your pets indoors.

•	 Remove wildlife attractants from your 
property, including pet food, water 
sources, and bird feeders. 

•	 Provide secure shelter for hobby farm 
animals such as poultry, rabbits and 
goats. http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-

wildlife-information/cougars/

COUGAR ENCOUNTERS
•	 Stop. Never run from a cougar. Do not approach 

the cougar. 
•	 Maintain eye contact.
•	 Pick up children and pets or keep them very close.
•	 Make yourself look bigger by raising and waving 

your arms or jacket above your head.
•	 Talk firmly in a loud voice, back away slowly and 

leave the area.
•	 Fight back if you are attacked! Protect your head 

and neck.
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The Deer Family in Utah: 

 ELK, MOOSE & MULE DEER 

Encountering Animals:

ELK FACTS 

•	 The elk (also called the wapiti), is a 
popular big game animal.

•	 Elk are common in most mountainous 
regions of Utah.

MOOSE FACTS 

•	 In Utah, they can be found in 
the mountains of northern and 
northeastern portion of the state. 

•	 Moose are the largest of the deer 
species in Utah. 

•	 Moose can run up to 35m.p.h.

AVOIDING CONFLICTS
•	 Never feed, approach or try to touch deer, elk, or moose. 
•	 Keep dogs leashed and under control at all times. Moose 

can be especially aggressive around them.
•	 Give deer, elk, or moose a lot of space.
•	 Back away if the animal shows any signs of aggression.
•	 Stay calm. Talk, make your presence known and slowly back 

away in the direction you came. 
•	 If the animal knocks you down, curl into a ball, protect your 

head and lie still until it retreats.

MULE DEER FACTS 

•	 Mule deer are found throughout Utah 
in many types of habitats.

•	 It is the smallest member of the deer 
family in Utah. 

•	 Mule deer are extremely popular game 
animals in Utah. 

•	 Mule deer are the main prey for 
cougars (mountain lions).

FEEDING DEER…JUST SAY NO! 
While well-intentioned people try to help deer by feeding them, 
they can harm them instead.

•	 Deer are ruminants (animals that have more than one 
stomach) that need sufficient time to switch from a summer 
to winter diet. Offering the wrong foods, especially during 
the winter months, is harmful to deer and can kill them.

•	 Feeding deer near neighborhoods and roadways increases 
the risk of deer-vehicle collisions.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/elk/
http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/mule-deer/
http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/moose/
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Encountering Animals:
SNAKES 

SNAKE FACTS
•	 Snakes hibernate during the winter under rocks 

and in burrows. 
•	 In the summer they are most active at dawn and 

dusk. 
•	 If you can’t tell if the snake is venomous from a 

distance, leave it alone and treat it as if it were 
venomous.

Utah Legal Status:
Snakes are classified as non-game animals and are 
protected by Utah State law.

http://www.wildawareutah.org/utah-wildlife-information/snakes/

Utah	is	home	to	many	different	species	and	subspecies	of	
snakes,	several	of	which	are	venomous.	
Although	most	encounters	with	snakes	in	Utah	are	not	
dangerous,	it	is	important	to	learn	how	to	keep	yourself,	your	
family	and	pets	safe.	

Two common Utah snakes:

Great Basin (Western) Rattlesnake: 

VENOMOUS
This is the most widespread rattlesnake found 
in Utah. Most reach a length of 2 -4 feet 
long. They use venom to incapacitate and kill 
their prey.

Gopher snake: 

NON-VENOMOUS 
They can be found in numerous habitats 
throughout Utah. When alarmed, gopher 
snakes hiss and vibrate their tails; they are 
consequently often mistaken for rattlesnakes.

AVOIDING CONFLICTS
•	 Wear closed-toed shoes while hiking. 
•	 Never try to poke, handle, corner or harass a 

snake. 
•	 Snakes hide well on open trails and in dense 

grasses. Be aware of your surroundings. 
•	 Trim vegetation and remove wood and rock 

piles to reduce hiding places.
•	 Control rodents on your property; remove bird 

feeders, (an attractant to rodents).
•	 Seal any cracks in building foundations, 

porches, pipes and windows.

SNAKE ENCOUNTERS
•	 If you hear a rattle, don’t jump or panic. Try to locate where the sound 

is coming from before trying to move. Warn others if they are around. 
•	 If bitten, treat it as if it were a venomous snakebite. Stay calm, remove 

restrictive clothing and jewelry near the bite, and keep the affected 
area below the level of the heart. Treat for shock if necessary and get 
medical attention immediately.

•	 Do not use a tourniquet or cold compress. 
•	 Do not suck out the venom. 
•	 If a pet is bitten bring it to a veterinarian immediately. 
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