
ASAMBLEA NACIONAL
REPÚBLICA DEL ECUADOR 

Quito, 24 de agosto de 2018
Oficio No. 006-AN-KPC-2018

Mr. Vernon Heperi
Brigham Young University 

Case: Michael R. Williamson Tabango.

Good day honorable University, My name is Ketty Paquita Cabrera and as  Assemblywoman 
representing the Ecuadorian Migrants in United States of America and Canada , writing   this 
letter is to support our Ecuadorian descent Mr. Williamson Tabango which mother is an 
Ecuadorian citizen and have contacted our office.

Our Ecuadorian Constitution Article 11 states :  All persons are equal and shall enjoy the same 
rights, rights and opportunities. Adie may be discriminated against for reasons of ethnicity, place 
of birth, age, sex, gender identity, cultural identity, marital status, language, religion, ideology, 
political affiliation, judicial past, socio-economic condition, immigration status, sexual 
orientation, health status,  disability, difference for If any other distinction, personal or collective, 
temporary or permanent, has any object or result that would undermine or annul the recognition, 
enjoyment or exercise of rights.

We are aware that United States of America has their own Constitution and we respect it, also 
your University has their laws, but in this case are requesting to please review this case, due the 
fact that his traditions and roots are required to keep his long braided hair.  

Over the years our Ecuadorian indigenous have been recognized by the United Nations, OEA and 
others ONG to help them keep their culture and customs, let us know if we can have a conference 
call (954) 554-5250  regarding this case.

I truly appreciate your understanding and time to read this letter, best regards.

Ketty Paquita Cabrera.
ASAMBLEÍSTA POR LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS Y 
CANADA-CREO



August 24, 2018
Attention Vernon Heperi and President Kevin J Worthen

Dear President Kevin J Worthen

I, Fabian Muenala artistic director of Kichwa nation in New York, certify that Michael R. Williamson Tabango
belongs to Kichwa-Otavalo nation from Ecuador with his ID #1727273110.
His mother Rina C. Tabango is an active member of our organization as well, she has been an active cultural
promoter in the United States with her four children including Michael. They participated in in events such as
La Luz de las Naciones presentation in Salt Lake City, Hispanic Heritage in Las Vegas and the day of the
dead celebration in Las Vegas Nevada and many other cultural events in California and Chicago. 
Living away from our hometown of Otavalo, there is a need to preserve our traditions and pass down our
culture. That is why our organization feels strongly about teaching our young people their language, their
culture and their history. We resist coerced assimilation in whatever form it may take. As an organization we
support the needs of our people which is why we cordially ask you to reconsider Michael keep his hair while
attending BYU. Michael has demonstrated strong empathy for his identity as a part of the Kichwa nation in
Otavalo and wants to continue the legacy of his ancestors. His desire to keep his long hair is outward proof of
his identity with the Kichwa Nation. 
His participation and effort has been a great example and inspiration to other youth to continue with our
heritage as people from Otavalo. It will be an honor for us to have him be one of the 3 Otavalo Indians to
study at BYU. His uncle Marcelino Tabango was a pass student in 1984 in ESL program at BYU and 1985
undergraduate student with his long hair as well.
Thank you for considering Michael to keep his culture identity  with him and attend BYU. 

Sincerely,

Fabian Muenala
Artistic Director
Kichwa Nation NY
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I hope this letter finds you well.  

This is Santiago David Gualapuro Gualapuro a PhD student at the Ohio State University 
in Columbus, OH. As Michael Williamson Tabango, (a freshman enrolled in your 
prestigious University), I am also a Kichwa Otavalo indigenous student enrolled in one of 
the most prestigious universities here in the United States, The Ohio State University.  

In this letter I intend to explain some facts about the Otavalo people, language and culture 
and why we preserve our long braided hair. I (we) belong to an ancient Otavalo nation, 
originally located in the Northern Andean Region of Ecuador. A short information about 
Otavalo people and culture can be found at the following link: 

http://abyayala.nativeweb.org/ecuador/otavalo/culture.html 

Many scholars such as Kyle (1999),  Meisch (1987), Meisch (2013) and others have 
written and described well the essence of the Otavalo people in their books. Moreover, 
there are lots of information on the internet in different languages about our people’s 
cultural legacy. One of them is that men preserves their “shamba” = “braid” that explicitly 
recognizes us belonging to this ancient nation. The braid is not a fashion nor temporary 
exhibition or appearance manifestation we carry for fun. Instead, we proudly carry it as 
an identity definer as Kichwa Otavalo wherever we go. The “shamba” is one of the most 
important identity markers along with the Kichwa language, dress codes and other cultural 
manifestations that defines us as Kichwa Otavalo. We also transmit it to future 
generations, explaining them why is important that we preserve our Otavalo identity.  

In a modern world, where dominant cultures tries to diminish and silence the minorities, 
we stand proudly against such violation of our rights of self-identification. These rights are 
supported under the Human Rights declaration by the United Nations, of which the United 
States is a signatory country. Indeed, Indigenous peoples rights and cultural 
manifestations are protected, supported and sustained by the constitution of the United 
States.  



 

 

As a student and scholar representing minorities, I know that is essential for minority 
students that our rights must be respected and hopefully reinforced. We, as indigenous 
students, want to succeed on the Academic field and other professional fields. Therefore, 
our youth are applying to prestigious universities within Ecuador and abroad. In many 
cases, by not knowing the facts of a minority student such as Michael, some higher 
education centers may feel obligated to apply some student codes that will harm the 
individual and cause negative impacts in the performance of that student. By erasing  
(cutting the braid off) an important part of Michael’s identity as Kichwa Otavalo, the 
university is also affecting him psychologically which may also affect him in his academic 
performance and beyond. 

 
Therefore, I would kindly ask you to reconsider the decision of making Michael Williamson 
Tabango cut his hair off, which, distinguishes his identity as an Otavalo man.  

 

Thank you for your time reading this letter. If you have questions or concerns about this 

specific matter about Otavalo and its people, please feel free to contact me at any time 

at the contact information provided below. 
 

 

Sincerely  

 

 
 

Santiago Gualapuro 
gualapurogualapuro.1@osu.edu 

1 (512) 590 3830 
Graduate Teaching Associate 

PhD student 
Department of Spanish and Portuguese 

The Ohio State University 
286 Hagerty Hall 

Columbus, OH 43210-1340 
  
 
 


